Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #10 – What Happened to Church Holidays?


“My King James Version mentions Easter, but my New King James does not. Have Christian holidays be abolished?” 

Not exactly abolished; they never existed biblically to begin with. 

Under the Law of Moses, the nation of Israel was to observe a number of feasts and special days as a mandatory part of their worship. God knew how to authorize such holidays and he did so. Since that law was only for Israel and the kingdom of Christ spans the globe, the Law of Moses was fulfilled by Jesus at the cross and taken out of the way (Matthew 5:17-20, Ephesians 2, Colossians 2, Acts 10, Hebrews 8:13). Instead, we live under the new covenant today, sometimes called the perfect law of liberty (James 1:25), the law of faith (Romans 3:27), the law of the Spirit (Romans 8:2) or the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). 

When we read through our New Testaments, we see absolutely no authority for “Christian holidays.” The disciples never celebrated Christmas, Easter, St. Patrick's Day or Halloween. In fact, the Roman Pope added each of these “holidays” as he attempted to conquer heathen lands by merging their pagan observances into Christianity. Rather than demand that heathen converts cease their idolatrous days, he persuaded them to alter their days into something “Christian.” A celebration of the sun became a celebration of the son. Ishtar became Easter. And so on. 

Used in the King James Version of Acts 12:4, “Easter” is actually an intentional mistranslation of the word “Passover,” which appears in later translations. The Jews in Jerusalem were not hiding Easter eggs and munching chocolate bunnies; they did not even believe that Jesus was the Messiah. They were still marking the Passover from Old Testament times. 

God proved in the Old Testament that he knew how to authorize religious holidays, but he chose to keep the emphasis on a first day of the week communion with Christ in the New Testament (Acts 20:7, First Corinthians 11). We invade his throne when we attempt to impose our holidays upon his faith, fulfilling a sad prophecy in Matthew 15:1-9 and a grave warning in Galatians 4:8-11. 

If such days can be observed secularly, without imposing them upon God as religious holidays, they may be rendered harmless, but when inserted on to a church calendar and thrust upon the Lord, they are unauthorized and insulting.

1. What two sources of authority did Jesus contrast (Matthew 21:23-27)?  Which is genuinely binding today(Matthew 16:18, 28:18-20, Acts 5:39)?
Jesus contrasted authority from Heaven with that from men. Only that spiritual authority which is mandated by God is binding upon his people.


2. Are Easter, Christmas, St. Patrick’s Day and All Hallows’ Eve from God or men? How does Jesus warn us against substituting our traditions for his doctrine in Matthew 15:1-9?
These holidays all began in the Catholicized traditions of pagan men; in now way are they from God. Our worship is vain when we elevate our own traditions.


3. How has God proven that he knows how to authorize holy days? What would be wrong with the church doing the authorizing (First Peter 4:11)?  Why can’t we use Old Testament authority to mark holy days (Matthew 5:17-20, Ephesians 2:14-16, Colossians 2:13-17, Matthew 17:1-8)?
God proved that he could authorize holy days by designating the Sabbath and many feast days and periods under the Law of Moses. The church must speak as the oracles of God, not in place of them. Christ has fulfilled the Law of Moses and we are now commanded to hear him, not the authority of his predecessors in law and prophecy. The old law has been completely taken out of the way.

4. Where is the word “Easter” found in the Bible? What is really intended?  Is this authority for a church holiday to celebrate the resurrection of Christ?
Easter is found in Acts 12:4 of the King James Bible, as an intentional mistranslation of the word “Passover.” This was done to lend false authenticity to the clearly unauthorized Easter holiday on the church calendar; it is not from God, but men.


5. What divinely authorized commemoration already surrounds the resurrection (Matthew 26:26-29, First Corinthians 11:17-34)?
The Lord’s Supper is from God and is for the same stated purpose that Easter exists. One is from God and the other is not. Easter takes away from the communion.


6. What makes the matter of church holidays serious (Galatians 4:8-11, John 4:23-24)? How can some holidays be observed by Christians without falling into condemnation?
They are weak elements and shadows of truth, causing souls to be lost to themselves and to tradition. They surely lack in terms of worship according to truth. We can observe them secularly, without involving church or religion
